Kansas West Conference Board of Ordained Ministry
BIBLE STUDY GUIDELINES

The following guidelines are provided to help you know how to prepare the Bible study outline and plan you have been required to submit.

Each Bible study should include:

· A brief discussion of the context in which you will offer this study.  How would you describe the learners in terms of race, class, social location, gender?  Is your church primarily urban, suburban, rural?  Are there other contextual elements that will need to be addressed, e.g. accessibility?

· Statement of the rationale for the book or books selected, the overall purpose, and goals for each session of the study.

· A brief discussion about the biblical content for each session, naming themes or issues to be addressed – reflecting good exegetical work and reference to scholarly resources.

· A general outline of the sessions, including length, themes, Bible passages to be addressed.

· At least one session outlined in detail that reflects everything you will do from the opening to the closing, what content you will address, how you will present it, and the amount of time for each teaching/learning activity.  The outline can be in any readable format.  Here is one idea:


Time			Teaching Activity				Teaching Method
10 min.		Introductions						Each persons states his/her name and
													shares one thing they know about
													__________ (book of Bible being 
													studied)

15 min.		Present theme of 					[Give specifics about how you will
session								share this information, e.g. lecture,											video, overhead transparencies, 
									power point, writing on board, 
									handouts, etc.]
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· Give attention in your plan to the four kinds of learners:

Input learners who learn best by hearing information presented through lecture, reading a book, viewing a video, etc.

Dialogical learners who learn best by discussing ideas presented with other 
persons in the group through one-to-one sharing, small group sharing, or 
interaction with the teacher.

Experimental learners who learn best by “laboratory” learning, starting with a 
hypothesis and testing it to see what they learn from their research results.

Action/reflection learners who learn best through experience and then reflection
on that experience – hands-on learners.

· In your plan, address ways you will create a safe environment with appropriate boundaries for yourself and all participants.  Draw on your experience in Boundary Awareness Training.  Another resource is Joy Thornton Melton, Safe Sanctuaries:  Reducing the Risk of Child Abuse in the Church (Nashville:  Discipleship Resources, 1998).  Note:  the guidance in this resource that every local church should have (and use) can be adapted for youth and adults.

· Include your plans for evaluation of this study by yourself and by the lay participants.  The means of evaluation can be as simple as having participants fill out a form at the end of the study about “the strengths of this Bible study were . . . “
and “things I would change about this Bible study.”  Or, you could visit with a few of the participants who will be honest with you about how you did as a leader of this study.


