Kansas West Conference Board of Ordained Ministry
EXAMINATION GUIDELINES
Local Pastor
With the District Committee or the Board of Ordained Ministry

1.	What new understandings of your call have emerged as a result of your work in Candidacy Studies, Licensing School, and/or the Course of Study?

2.	THE LOCAL PASTOR AND THE PRACTICE OF MINISTRY 

	a.	Describe your sermon preparation and your preaching style.
	b.	What do you perceive to be your management style?
	c.	Share how you celebrate the sacraments and your feelings about them.	
d. How would you describe your theological journey?  What changes have occurred for you?  
What has led to those changes?  Comment specifically in relationship to:
		1)	pluralism with a catholic spirit;
		2)	the Lordship of Jesus Christ;
		3)	the doctrinal guidelines (pages 41-86, 2008 Book of Discipline)?
e.	What is your understanding of, and commitment to, the elements of the United Methodist connectional system:
		1)	your status as a local pastor;
		2)	apportionments;
		3)	the education program;
		4)	the Book of Discipline; and,	  
5) the disciplined life.
f.	How do you feel when you are in the presence of your District Superintendent or get a 
		letter from that office?
	g.	How do you feel when you are in the presence of your peers?  Members of your own 
		sex?  Members of the opposite sex?  Persons of other ethnic backgrounds?
		
3.	LIFESTYLE

	a.	Describe your life-style.  Is it compatible with that of your parishioners and your peers?
b.	Share your understanding of, and your commitment to the Social Principles of the United Methodist Church?
c.	If married, what has happened in your family since your decision to enter ministry?  If single, what effect do you perceive this to have on your ministry?

4.	CONFERENCE MEMBERSHIP, LICENSING, AND ORDINATION
The 2008 Book of Discipline makes associate membership, without ordination, an option for those who have met the academic and service requirements.  You will need to decide whether you will seek associate membership, remain a local pastor, or move toward probationary membership and, eventually, full membership and elder’s orders.

a) What will you consider in making that decision?
b) What do you understand to be the difference between a local pastor, an associate member, and an elder in full connection (see ¶¶ 315, 316, 325-327, and 332-334 in the 2008 Book of Discipline)?
c) What is your understanding of ordination?
d) Why would you seek it (see ¶¶301-304 in the 2008 Book of Discipline)?
e) What would be the difference for you?
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