Kansas West Conference Board of Ordained Ministry
INSTRUCTIONS FOR CANDIDATES
Associate Membership

Following are instructions to guide you as you prepare for your examination with the Board of Ordained Ministry in connection with your request for admission to Associate Membership.

I.	Be prepared to discuss the issues and questions identified on the sheet entitled "Examination Guidelines:  Associate Membership, 2008 Book of Discipline.”  That sheet is included here.

II.	Familiarize yourself with Part II of the 2008 Book of Discipline.  Your responses, both those written and those in the examination, should be informed by the insights and guidelines found there.

III.	The 2008 Book of Discipline requires, from candidates applying for Associate Membership, written answers to a doctrinal examination.  Please use a typewriter or computer to prepare your answers. 
	Respond in writing to each of the following questions (found in ¶ 324.9, 2008 Book of Discipline).
	Mail ONE copy of your answers to the registrar so they are postmarked no later than the date indicated in the accompanying letter.  One copy of the work must be submitted via electronic media.  
			
(a) Describe your personal experience of God and the understanding of God you derive from 
biblical, theological, and historical sources.

	(b) What is your understanding of evil as it exists in the world?

(c)	What is your understanding of humanity and the human need for divine grace?

(d) How do you interpret the statement "Jesus Christ is Lord"?
		
(e)	What is your conception of the activity of the Holy Spirit in personal faith, in the community 
of believers, and in responsible living in the world?

(f)	What is your understanding of the kingdom of God; the Resurrection; eternal life?

(g) How do you intend to affirm, teach and apply Part II of the Discipline (Doctrinal Standards and Our Theological Task) in your work in the ministry to which you have been called?

(h)	The United Methodist church holds that the living core of the Christian faith was revealed in Scripture, illumined by tradition, vivified in personal experience, and confirmed by reason.  What is your understanding of this theological position of the Church?

(i) Describe the nature and mission of the Church.  What are its primary tasks today?

(j)	Discuss your understanding of the primary characteristics of United Methodist polity.

(k) How do you perceive yourself, your gifts, your motives, your role, and your commitment as an    
associate member licensed for pastoral ministry in the United Methodist Church?

(l) Describe your understanding of diakonia, the servant ministry of the church, and the servant 
ministry of the associate member.
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(m)Describe your understanding of an inclusive church and ministry.

(n) You have agreed as a candidate for the sake of the mission of Jesus Christ in the world and the 
most effective witness of the gospel, and in consideration of your influence as a clergy member of the annual conference, to make a complete dedication of yourself to the highest ideals of the Christian life, and to this end agreed to exercise responsible self-control by personal habits conducive to bodily health, mental and emotional maturity, integrity in all personal relationships, fidelity in marriage and celibacy in singleness, social responsibility, and growth in grace and the knowledge and love of God.  What is your understanding of this agreement?
(o)  Explain the role and significance of the sacraments in the ministry to which you have been called.
IV.	The 2008 Book of Discipline requires a candidate for Associate Membership to present at least one written sermon on a biblical passage specified by the Board of Ordained Ministry (¶322.1[9.  Mail ONE copy of the sermon manuscript to the registrar, so it is postmarked no later than the date indicated in the accompanying letter.  One copy of the work must be submitted by electronic media.  

A.	The text(s) to be used for the sermon should be from the passages assigned as the lectionary readings for the first Sunday after the Epiphany:  Psalm 29; Isaiah 42:1-9; Acts 10:34-43; and Matthew 3:13-17. 
	B.	The manuscript of the sermon should be prepared on a computer.
	C.	Provide one videotape or DVD of the sermon as it is preached in a regular service or worship.

V.	The Kansas West Conference Board of Ordained Ministry requires a candidate for Associate Membership to prepare a plan and outline for a bible study on a book or books of the Bible.  You may choose the book or books.  Enclosed is a page entitled “Bible Study Guidelines” which will guide your preparation of this plan and outline.  Mail ONE copy of your plan and outline to the registrar so they are postmarked no later than the date indicated in the accompanying letter.  One copy of the work must be submitted by electronic media.



Please do not submit materials in a notebook or binder. 
Please label, with your name, each set of your materials.
Keep a copy of everything you submit.
You may wish to send your materials by certified mail.

All materials are to be postmarked no later than _______________________________and send to:

Area Registrar
Board of Ordained Ministry
9440 East Boston, Suite 110
Wichita, KS 67207-3600
Phone: 316-684-0266 		FAX:  316-684-0044
e-mail:  registrar@kswestumc.org

Mail one copy of all pieces of work to the registrar and submit one copy electronically.
						
